Students’ Perception on Schools summarized by John Rorke, Director of Thai Scholar Program


	School
	School Comments 
	Other

	Asheville

No November SAT and TOEFL scheduling is a problem

No ESL Courses
	Asheville is a school focused on the humanities – Science is weak and computers not important. The college counselor is good and she is also his advisor in that role she is excellent.  Isolation is not a problem for him.  
	He loves weather, people, mountaineering and it’s beautiful in Asheville. His advisor and international student are great, and his college advisor terrific.  

	Blair 

No ESL Courses
	Blair is a good place for Thai Scholars – Academics are not too hard and facilities are good.  Teachers are accessible. US History is a good course – Chorus is too large a number.  
	College advisor is good when she can connect. He is very busy and she had to do most of the research on her own.  

	Brewster 
	Brewster is beautiful and that makes him happy.  He likes his advisor who is kind and cares. College Counselor is helpful and knows a lot.  
	

	Brewster

Problems scheduling the TOEFL.
	Brewster is a friendly and helpful with good facilities. Most academics are a challenge (Not ESL) Physics has been a great course for him.
	His college counselor is helpful but the most helpful person is Yu Liu, his physics teacher and advisor.  The international student advisor helps with TOEFL

	Brooks

Took the CBT in Sept, but not again.  

No ESL Courses
	She likes Brooks because it is small and teachers take good care of her. Natee is famous there and so everyone welcomed her.  Chemistry is a great course, but teacher is retiring.  BC calculus is not so good.  
	Her college counselor is also her advisor who is a great help.  International Student advisor not much help.  

	Cate (NEW SCHOOL) 

Had problems with scheduling TOEFL 

No ESL Courses
	Cate is a good school – people are individualists as predicted in culture class, but friendly.  You have to learn how to ask for help.  Changed from American History to Physics and writing workshop. 
	College counselor is very busy but helpful. Advisor is OK not great, but Registrar is a good resource. 

	Choate

Had problems with scheduling TOEFL  It was very far away.

No ESL Courses
	Academically it is a bid too hard for some – better to send science students there for the expectations are high for a Thai Scholar.  
	College Counselor doesn’t know much about Thai Scholars. Advisor is OK .Int. Student Advisor very helpful

	Choate

No ESL Courses
	Choate is not too stressful.  Science and Math courses are easy.  He could not handle AP US History and went to regular.  Non-Science courses are challenging.  BC Calculus teacher not good.  
	House Advisor and International Student advisor quite good.  Academic advisor just OK

	Concord

Had problems with scheduling TOEFL  Finding a time was difficult.

No ESL Courses
	He loves the sense of community at Concord.  The faculty are kind and caring and the students are open.  Physics is great at Concord, but English spends too much time on analysis and not enough on writing.  
	His advisor is very good, but Concord does not have an international student advisor.  He had a problem with the college advisor in that he did not see her but once.  He seems to have done the process on his own with the help of Older Thai Scholars. 

	Cranbrook
	although Thai Scholars are not considered special.  Got to cope with cold weather. Teachers are good and all Thai Scholars can do well here.  English and ESL are especially good. 
	College Counselor very helpful. Advisor and host family are open and supportive.  International student advisor is helpful, but some students have a tough time with her.  (like last year).

	Dana Hall

Did not take the TOEFL as she had a good score from last Spring.  
	She likes the traditions at Dana Hall and feels it is a good place for her.  People are friendly and kind.  Math class is good as is Chem teacher.  No AP Physics and she was not allowed to take AP Bio together with AP Physics.
	College Counselor is wonderful and she is also her personal advisor.  Works hard to help with schedule.  International Student Advisor is good.  

	Darlington 

Scheduling the TOEFL was quite a problem
	The people at Darlington are good to her, and it is not so difficult as are other schools.  Teachers are fine except for US History 


	College Counselor OK. Advisor and International Student Advisor great.  

	Deerfield 

Did not take the TOEFL but students who did had problems.  
Deerfield has a special ESL program, which helps students with homework – no credit. 
	Deerfield is a good environment. Most students are serious (unlike in Thailand) but friendly.  You need strong English skills to make it at Deerfield.  American History/English is excellent for the teacher helps a lot.   (TS 49 – bring a desk lamp) He was disappointed that he could not take computer
	College Counselor is not too helpful.  His personal advisor is Martha Lyman who is head of college counseling.  She is a good advisor.  The international student advisor is good but busy.  

	Emma Willard 

Scheduling the TOEFL was a problem
	She likes Emma Willard for it’s not too difficult, but gives one many experiences and she has many good friends.  Physics and US History are particularly good courses.  She does not take ESL courses although they exist at Emma.  
	She finds the college counselor nice but not too helpful (new to Thai Scholars).  Her advisor is nice, be see her on just routine things.  Most of her serious connections with faculty are in the dorm and through classes.  Int. Stu. Advisor is OK 

	Episcopal High School

Scheduling the TOEFL was a major problem. 
	He likes Episcopal for he is able to cope well with History and English.  Honors Calculus is good but history less so.  He gets on well with students and faculty and likes urban setting.  Has problems with the firewall so he cannot work on website.
	College Counselor was better after ED applications were done.  (common complaint) Advisor – just sees him for routine things.  Mr. Hodge and dorm parents are great.  

	Governor Dummer

Scheduling the TOEFL was a problem because he could not find a place to take it.  
	Gov. Dummer is good for society, but not so good for science courses. (Math and Chem OK, but physics is bad) The school had low expectations of him because of last year’s Thai Scholar.  Gov. Dum. has a good understanding of international students.  
	College Counselor is great and his advisor is fine.  The international student advisor is kind, but he does not have a lot of contact with her.  

	Hill

Took CBT at Brewster so did not have problems at Hill. 
	Hill is a good place for Thai Scholars. He is well integrated and has good friends.  History class is especially good although he’s worried about poetry in the winter.  No Art because of schedule conflict.  
	The College Counselor is OK but hasn’t dealt with Thai Scholars before (new) His advisor is in his dorm and they talk often.  There is not International Student Advisor.  

	Kent 

Scheduling the TOEFL was a problem
	He feels Kent is OK not great, although it is academically rigorous.  He was compared to last year’s Thai Scholar and had to explain he wasn’t that good academically.  Photo and English are good courses – English less so 
	The College Counselor is nice and helpful.  His advisor is also helpful.  

	Lake Forest  (NEW SCHOOL)

Scheduling the TOEFL was a problem 
	Lake Forest is a good place for Thai Scholars.  However the emphasis of the school is on humanities and the arts — not science and math.  English class is good for junior English. History is very hard.  Friends are mostly international except for those in math and Chemistry Class. 
	The College Counselor tries to help but is very busy. Her advisor is the head of school and so also very busy.  No International Student Advisor. 


	Lake Forest (NEW SCHOOL) 

Fewer problems with the TOEFL than Palm.
	Lake Forest is OK but the math and science courses are not that challenging.  Chem is OK – good teacher, but Physics is easy and math very easy.  
	The college counselor is very nice and helpful. 

	Lawrence Academy 

(NEW SCHOOL)

Scheduling the TOEFL was a problem 
	Academics are quite weak.  There is no AP course available except in Math.  There is a good social mix of people.  The ESL Literature class is quite good.  His placement was determined by a placement test. 
	College Counselor is very good and meets him once a week.  Helps with TOEFL. Advisor is nice – a biology teacher.  The international student advisor is very helpful.  

	Lawrenceville 

No ESL Courses
	Lawrenceville is a good school for Thai Scholars.  He is able to take a Chemistry Seminar at Princeton.  Courses are challenging – especially physics. History is not as good.  
	The college counselor is OK but she feels disappointed in her.  Advisor is OK not great, but the International Student Advisor is good.  


	Loomis

He took the CBT TOEFL in Thailand and so did not have to take it again. 
	Teachers are nice, concerned and they are competent. Everyone knows each other. Location is great. Standards vary from teacher to teacher however. Physics, Math and Economics are good, but Computer Science is not good.  He has a supplemental ESL class (non-credit) once a week focused on the short story.  
	College Counselor is great but he suffers from a time crunch.  His advisor is in the dorm, but Art does not see him often.  Talks with other teachers. International Student Advisor travels a lot (admissions?).  

	Masters (NEW SCHOOL) 

He had some trouble scheduling the TOEFL, but found a place in NYC that is great.  
	He generally likes Masters but finds the number of Koreans too many and there are not enough sports.  However, dorms are great as are the activities – theater in NYC – on the weekends.  He sees no reason to take minor courses (e.g. health – terrible course) Chem teacher from Kenya – his English is not good.  His ESL English course is good – great teacher. 
	College Counselor is excellent, but demands students be organized  She is quite excited about working with Thai Scholars. His advisor is great as well and she is also the international student advisor.  

	Masters (NEW SCHOOL) 

He also took the TOEFL in NYC, but did not like having to go on his own.  
	He, too, generally likes Masters, but finds minor courses prevent him from studying science. Health is bad, and Chem is a problem because of the teacher.  On the whole it is not a good school for the science student because of the requirements, but this could be fixed.
	The college counselor is very good and his advisor is also good.  Not much contact with international student advisor.  

	Miss Porter’s 

She had some difficulty scheduling the TOEFL. 
	Generally She likes her school, but feels it’s small and lacks facilities like a swimming pool. Students are mostly friendly, but some ignore her.  Most classes are OK not great but she does not like to study.  There are lots of traditions.  She takes an ESL course on an individual basis.  
	College Counselor is great and doesn’t worry about Katie. She doesn’t see much of her advisor and sees the School Counselor instead.  The International Student Advisor is helpful with the TOEFL.  Loves her host family.  

	Peddie School 

He had some difficulty scheduling the TOEFL and arranging driving to the test.  
	Peddie is good for him and thinks it would be good for others.  He has lots of friends and the teachers care about him.  He does not take ESL classes. US History is a good course.  
	His college counselor is “professional” and always helpful.  His advisor also cares and gives good guidance.  The international student advisor mostly does activities.  

	Phillips Andover

Did not take TOEFL used Spring o5 score

No ESL Courses but do have transitional English and US History. Most in Transitional English will not go to American colleges.
	PA is great.  Teachers and the classes are terrific especially compare to Thailand.  She really enjoys Art (visual studies – terrific course)  Dining Hall will disappear next year for renovation.  Food elsewhere.  Most friends are international or Asian Americans.  
	College Counselor is nice and develops her confidence.  Meets with her every two weeks.  Her advisor and the international student advisor are the same.  They only have routine meetings.  She’s close to her physics teacher and cluster dean.  

	Phillips Andover

Did not take TOEFL used Spring o5 score on CBT

No ESL Courses but do have transitional English and US History. Most in Transitional English will not go to American colleges.
	He really enjoys Andover.  Its activities, classes and setting are terrific.  He has to work very hard.  Most of his friends are from Europe.  He very much enjoys organic Chemistry although History and English are also excellent.
	He has a new college counselor with whom he meets three times a month. She’s new but nice and helpful. His advisor and the international student advisor are the same.  They only have routine meetings and activities.  

	Phillips Exeter

Did not take TOEFL used September o5 score on CBT

No ESL Courses but do have a transitional course in American culture. One term
	Exeter is a good place, but everyone is smart.  You have to be disciplined, well-prepared and selfish (in class discussion) Scheduling classes was OK except for photography which she could not do.  Math is rigorous. Transitional English reduces workload, but she felt it did not help.  
	She has a new college counselor who does all international students.  Had trouble with TOEFL for others –may be a problem next year.  Good with essays.  Unaware of international student advisor.

	Phillips Exeter

Did not take TOEFL used August o4 score on CBT

No ESL Courses but do have a transitional course in American culture. One term
	Exeter is a good place.  It has forced her to become a critical thinker.  She also has learned how to talk in class.  Science electives are great.  She finds AP Biology great.  
	She finds the new college counselor doesn’t know much about international students so she’s not so helpful.  Advisor (coach and dorm parent) is helpful.  

	Pomfret

Difficulty scheduling the TOEFL. College office tried to help but also had problems.
	She feels that Pomfret is a good school, but she has no close friends. So life at Pomfret is lonely.  Taking honors Chem (not AP) for help with major. She is learning a lot. AP Physics is not a good course at Pomfret.  
	Her college counselor is great and his secretary is wonderful.  Her personal advisor is OK but forgetful. She has not encountered the international student advisor. (they have one)

	Salisbury

Scheduling the TOEFL is a problem but he has good score at Brewster so it’s not a disaster.  
	He is a special person at Salisbury because everyone is afraid of “Mr. Rorke” who complained about the treatment of last year.  Sports are very important at Salisbury. There are no Thai people and few Asians at Salisbury.  Physics and math are good – English poor.
	His advisor takes good care of Nut.  He has no contact with the international student advisor.  Travel person not helpful, but advisor is.

	St. Stephen’s 
	St. Stephen’s is good for a student who is good in English.  Science is not strong, but she is able to do independent geology.  Chem teacher makes errors and is not smart. The food is awful.
	Advisor and college counselor are one in the same.  She is very good and quite helpful.  Sarah Todd is wonderful and very responsive.  

	St. Stephen’s 

The scheduling of the TOEFL was a problem for him. 
	English is strong at St. Stephen’s but science is not.  The food is not good.  Teachers do not always have the same standards.  The teacher in Visual Arts does not care about international students.  The Biology is not too advanced.  History is good. Tee does not have much contact with his host family.
	He feels that his college counselor doesn’t care much and is not much help.  His advisor is good and he also talks with the school counselor.  He doesn’t see Sarah Todd much.  

	Tabor 

The scheduling of the TOEFL was OK.
	He found that he suffers from a burden of expectations since the one we sent the year before  was such a powerful.  The teachers compare him to The other one.  Vector Calculus is good but physics has a poor teacher.  He had difficulty with Economics.  
	His college counselor and advisor are one in the same.  He’s very busy and expects him to follow the pattern of other Thai Scholars.  Only cares about college.  The international student advisor is helpful but gets upset.  



	Tabor

The scheduling of the TOEFL was a problem
	Teachers are kind at Tabor and the Math (good teacher) and Science are good at Tabor.  Chemistry is not too advanced.  It’s hard to be friends with Americans.  
	His college counselor and advisor are one in the same. He is really good but very busy.  International student advisor is OK but doesn’t always follow through on things like the TOEFL.

	School
	School Comments 
	Other

	Taft 

He took the TOEFL before he left Brewster and scored good.  Therefore he did not need to take it again.  
	Taft is a “tough” school.  The courses are challenging, but he is able to obtain help from the learning center.  His relationship with teachers is good.  Physics is especially good, but US History has a new and not very good teacher.
	College counselor rated a three on a scale of 1 to 10.  Not helpful and they are expected to do most of the work on their own.  His advisor however, is quite helpful in adjusting and coping with Taft.  International students meet once a month with the International Student Advisor. 

	Taft

Had some trouble with December SAT which was not at Taft (exam period at school)  She had to make her own arrangements.

She took the TOEFL before he left Brewster and scored good.  Therefore she did not need to take it again.
	Taft is a good school for Thai Scholars but the adjustment process is difficult especially in the first two weeks & first month.  Getting use to the teaching style was difficult and learning to manage my time took a while. I had to develop priorities to survive. The course suggest by a TA for English was too difficult and she had to switch.  Most courses good although history teacher can get off track.  All demand that students think critically.
	College Guidance person set up account on Website (Naviance), which Kook updated.  She had to talk with her about the recommendation but it wasn’t a personal relationship.  Not close. Advisor is very good and knows many Thai Scholars – works in the learning center where she is very helpful. The international student advisor helps with travel-again not close. 

	Western Reserve 

No problems with TOEFL or SAT
	“WRA is good for me” However OEA should realize how important sports are at WRA.  The English level should be higher.  He wanted to take and independent project in physics but could not.  Multivariable Calculus and web publishing are good.  The English course is taught by the headmaster to PG’s (mostly jocks) and he is away a lot.  
	The College Counselor is helpful, but he does not reach out.  A student must be aware of things himself or go and ask for help.  Advisor is a great help and a good connection.  There is no international student advisor that he knows of.  

	Western Reserve 

No problems with TOEFL or SAT
	WRA emphasizes sports, but academics are good.  Dorm is not good – lots of football players.  Roommate drinks and nearly got him in trouble.  English class is for football/lacrosse PG’s easy, but not useful. Senior Seminar is great.  Other courses are challenging.  His rooming situation not good.
	College Counselor is good – open minded and nice.  Advisor is very good. Met with international student advisor once about travel.  

	Westminster

Registered early for TOEFL so no problems 

No ESL Courses
	She loves Westminster. It’s warm, friendly, and has small classes.  All her teachers are good as are all courses.  US History is terrific.
	College Counselor is OK not great – only met three times.  Advisor great not OK very helpful.  International Student advisor deals with routine matters and travel.  

	Westtown

Main TOEFL problem was transportation, but host family helped. 
	Westtown is a strict school with lights out and no internet after dorms. The school made him take ESOL and world religions so he could not take Computer Science.  He doesn’t like taking a lot of humanities courses.  English is hard.  Math is good.   Good Host Family.  
	His college counselor is good and helps with everything except fee waivers.  His advisor is also good and helps with general problems and how to adapt.  International Student Advisor is his ESOL teacher – OK  

	Worcester

TOEFL was a bit of a problem but he was able to work it through.  
	Worcester is a good school for me (for any Thai Scholar) for you can talk to anyone, and it’s not too big.  They help a lot obtaining the courses I need.  (music) Teachers are caring. Physics is impressive with many experiments.  Calculus is good.
	His college counselor is outstanding and he sees her for almost everything. He sees his advisor for routine things.  The international student advisor helps a lot from travel to cultural adjustment.  

	Wyoming 

There were many problems scheduling the TOEFL 
	He likes Wyoming but feels that the large number of Thai Scholars and other Thai students hinders his progress.  It is difficult to avoid them, their language, and their concerns. All of his courses are good.  Ball does not like the number of experiments in physics class (unusual view-JPR) and feels the teacher doesn’t listen.  ESL classes are very good. 
	He feels his college counselor is “very dependent on Mr. Rorke”.  He likes his advisor but finds he helps only when necessary.  International Student Advisor is OK but doesn’t do any group things.  Being late to the Orientation made the adjustment more difficult.  

	Wyoming 

There were many problems scheduling the TOEFL
	Wyoming is good.  It helps with his English and testing.  Mr. Meyers English class is especially good but AP Computer is less so.  He could have used instruction on how to use a calculator.  He has to do physical training for West Point tests on his own.  
	The college counselor is nice and tries hard, but can’t help much yet.  His advisor is Mr. Meyers who is great.  He does not have much connection with the International Student Advisor.  

	Wyoming 

There were many problems scheduling the TOEFL
	He feels that Wyoming is appropriate for him.  The English support he receives especially from Mr. Myers course is particularly good.  The Computer course however is not good.  He has good friends.  He enjoys his ESL classes.  
	His college counselor is good and solves problems for him  (All Thai Scholars have the same one - JPR) Mr. Myers, his advisor, is very good and helpful.  He has no contact with the international student advisor.  

	Wyoming 

There were many problems scheduling the TOEFL
	She likes Wyoming for it is not too big and the teachers are accessible.  She was forced to change courses several times because her preparation in Thailand and at the Orientation was limited.  She really likes her physics course and teacher.  Writing is difficult although the course is good.  


	She finds the college counselor really helpful in looking for appropriate colleges for her.  Her advisor has been truly helpful in coping with her disability.  She has little contact with the international student advisor.  
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